<+ Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/10/18 : ClA-RDP08C01297R0004“662§'d§(‘3’%é‘ STATE

————

.f Q— ‘&:—-‘7 o~ - T .. v ‘/ S

e S 6‘3‘97
SECQEE- N ‘, / gﬁqﬁ May 3;52 19
| | AUSTRIA

.~ CZECHOSLOVAKIA: | .
TERRITORIAL PROBLEMS: AUSTRIAN.CZECHOSLOVAX BOUNDARY

I. IHE PROBLEM

The problem is to determine the bbunda between
Austria and Czechoslovakia in Southern Bohenla and
Scuthern'kcravla.

Certain Austrian legitimists seek the return to an

independent Austria of about 70 square miles of

Czechoslovak territory near GmBnd (TXebon) and Felds-

berg (Mikulov), The Czechoslovak Government in =

London demands the integral restoration of the 1937

frontiers. The area 1s particularly ilamportant because
- of its rallway communications,

The Treaty of St. Germain in 1919 awarded to Czecho-

slovakia a gmall area including the railway etation

of Gmfnd (Ceske Velenice), an important junction for

Southern Bohemia, but not the town itself, and the

town of Feldsberg (Valtice), near Nikolsburg. This

frontier gave Crechoslovakia control over the Thaya

River gouth of Breclav and over the Lundenberg~Feldsberg-

Znaim (BFeclav-Valtice-ZnoJmo) railway. The Czeche

had claimed both regions on ethnic and strategic grounds

and had asserted that their cession to the new Republiec

would not injure Austria. Both the American and British

- delegations at Paris had made reservationg concerning

Omtnd, primarily on ethnic grounds. Mr. Lansing nro-
sed that the parts of the territory assigned to
gechoslovakia, in excess Of the 0ld administrative

frontler, should be reduced to the immediate regions

of Gmnd and Feldsberg.

The Hunichfaettiement transferred a considerable por-
tion of Southern Bohemia and Southern Moravia to the
German Reich, including Gmlnd and Feldsbers.

II. ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS |

dop of the 1937 Auatrian-Czechoslovak
The total frontier area in Southern Bohemia and
Southern Moravia involves about 2,160 square miles,
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with a population (1930) of about 396,000 (41
percent German, 58 percent Czechoslovak). The
area is important economically because of 1ts
1ight industries and agriculture., lIts railway
connections are of primary significance. Strate-
gically, the area guards the entrance into Southern
Bohemia and, through the Moravian Gap, into South-
- _ern Moravia.
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This solution would involve about 70 -q§§r§ miles
of territory in the region of Omfnd (Treébof) and
Feldsberg (Mikulov) county. The lack of preci-
sion as to the area claimed and the absence of
census data by communes render it impossibles to
state exactly the total population and ethnic
dlstribution in this small area. According to
the Czechoslovak census of 1930, Peldgberg dig-

| trict, of which the disputed area constitutes

| about one-half, had a population of 36,900, of

| , . whom 30,400 (82 percent) were German-Austrians ;

- and 4,400 (12 gercent) wvere Czechoslovaka. The

| : © 1910 iAuatrian census also showed Feldsberg to

1 be overwhelmingly German. Restoration of Gmfina

| to Austria would cut the communications from Cesked
velenice to Plzen {Pilgen) and Prague, while res-
toration of Feldsberg to Austrias would cut the
railway from B¥eclav to Znojmo and river communi-
cations on the Thaya.

C. Retention of the Munich (1938) Boundary

Retentien of the boundary established at Munich
would involve cession to Austria of an area of
about 2,288 square miles, from Xrumlov Cesky to
Hodonfn, with a total population of about 447,000
| (1930), 85 percent German-Austrian and 45 percent
_ Czechoglovak. Cession to Austria would breach the
Southern Jumava (B8haerwald) barriers of Czecho-

- slovakia, and brlng the Augtrians within a few
miles of Ueské Budéjovice (Budwels), Hradec Jin- -
dX¥ichuv (Neuhaug), and Brno (Brnn); the forti-
fied voints of Znojmo (Znaim) and Nikolsburg would

- fall into Austrian hands, together with all avenues

of approach
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. from Auqtm.s'mto Boumrn Bohemia
via. 8nd and Feldsberg, but
Bu&&'}eﬂce- ing route, the Lundenburg-
: inain, and the B¥eclav snd of the
. e-Brno-Vienna route, wuld 4ll into Austrian ‘
~ hands. ‘Retention of this boundary wvould disrupt
: coaphtu the communications system: in Southern  , |
cohemia _.aouthern Noravia,. .na would eliminate
cxe_:chpn eont 1 over the Thaya River and over |
the Morava (March) River south of B¥eelav. FEco- o
 nomic) the tarritory 1e 1 tant for us light
indusfi' ) espeelally toxtﬁ.es. and agrieulture. .
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ITI. DOCUMENTATION

A. _Aveileble Hemoranda

nggﬁoglgzak—&gggr;gn Frontiers Higt <
sgz!e!. 1918“193 S T‘&SO: uguet 53 1943 o

Czechoslovek-Austriap Froutiers AMlternative
ferritoriel Adjustments %T-559: Aygust 5, 1943).

Ihe Budeten Gerasp Problem st the Paris Peace

Conference of 1618 (T-176; Dec. 5, 194%2)

- Sections of thies memorandum gre devoted
especlially to the Aust—ien ecleims and
protests st tre Farie Conference concern-
ing the Austro-Czechoslovak frontiers (p.<3)

Diatgibution of Germansa 1in Bohemin, Mofavie,
~and Silesla (T-214; Jan. 14, 1943)

A statistical analysie based on the 1930
Czechosloves censue (F. 24) .

B, Qther Btudles

Austrig sad the Dsnubien Problem (Legitimist

Fresentetion)
3tudies of the Pesce Alms of the European

Netions. No. &~4. Council on Foreign
Relations {p. 10). With two eprendices.
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